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“Boat People”

People who 

are not guaranteed 

to be rescued at Sea

1)

1) 30 Incredible Color Photographs That Capture Brutal Life of Vietnamese Boat People From the Late 1970s to Early 1980s
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ISSUE 12) ISSUE 23)

2) https://www.forbes.com/sites/anagarciavaldivia/2019/08/11/eu-countries-close-its-ports-to-the-rescue-ship-open-arms-with-160-people-aboard/#36994a6a2504
3) https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/06/danish-cargo-ship-carrying-refugees-allowed-dock-italy-180629081632471.html
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/anagarciavaldivia/2019/08/11/eu-countries-close-its-ports-to-the-rescue-ship-open-arms-with-160-people-aboard/#36994a6a2504
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/06/danish-cargo-ship-carrying-refugees-allowed-dock-italy-180626081632471.html
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4) Resolution A.1110(30)
5) MSC 100/15,   FAL 43/10,  MSC 101/19
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6)

6) FAL 42/17 6/25



7)

7) MSC 78/29 7/25



Why did these problems occur?

The ambiguity of 

the wording set out in 

these treaties 
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: Chapter V, Regulation 29

1. The master of a ship at sea which is in a position to be

able to provide assistance

, is bound

to proceed with all speed to their assistance, if possible

informing them or the search and rescue service that

the ship is doing so. (the rest omitted)

It dose not have some phrases 
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• It has not a specific 

explanation for the 

rescue target.

• There is no firm 

guarantee for special 

cases such as 

maritime refugees.

Before After
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: Annex, Chapter I, 1.3.2 

1.3 The terms listed below are used in the Annex with the

following meanings:

.2 An operation to retrieve persons in distress,

provide for their initial medical or other needs, and

;
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: Annex, Chapter Ⅲ, 3.1.9 

3.1 Co-operation between States

.9 (the preface omitted) The Party responsible for the search

and rescue region in which such assistance is rendered

shall exercise primary responsibility for ensuring such

co-ordination and cooperation occurs, so that survivors

assisted are disembarked from the assisting ship and

delivered to
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: Annex, Chapter Ⅲ, 3.1.9 
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• The parties have 

avoided unloading 

rescuers in into safe land. 

Moreover, the party 

states have only taken 

temporary measures.

• Death rate of maritime 

refugees was high.

of refugees 

can be .

Before After
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Amendment of SOLAS

regardless of 

one’s nationality, 

status of such a person, 

gender, race or religion

It emphasizes 

by firmly stating. 
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Amendment of SAR

&

according to SOLAS due to SAR
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Amendment of SAR

• Giving the opportunity to be properly treated

after rescue to everyone.

• It will help solve the problem of the maritime refugee.

• It will prevent ships from drifting and causing huge

• Rapid rescue and disembarkation after rescue will

also
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Seeking institutional and procedural                 

changes to solve the problem

Using this amendments as a legal 

basis for discussion of burden-sharing

IMO will be 

&
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8) MSC  101/19, FAL 43/10/1

8)
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10.7   

Facilitate orderly, safe, regular 

and

, 

including through 

the 

9)

9) https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg10 25/25

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg10




• Sources of the IMO documents, articles, websites and pictures were written 
on each slide.

• The origin all of ICON is https://www.flaticon.com/.

• Park Sun-Hee, “FRONTEX and Human Rights Issues: Focused on boat 
migrants”, (2015)

• Lee Ki Beom, The Functions and Limitations of International Conventions 
Governing the Oceans in Protecting Maritime Refugees, (2015)

• Kim Hyunjoo, Protection of Illegal Maritime Migrants In the Perspective of 
International Law:In Response to 2015 EU Refugee Crisis (2015)

• Lim Chae-Hyun, A Study on the Seafarers’ Duty to Render Assistance a 
Person in Distress at Sea and Protection of Seafarers, (2019)

• UNHCR, A Guide to principle and practice as applied to refugees and 
migrants, 2015

• UNHCR, BACKGROUND NOTE ON THE PROTECTION OF ASYLUM-
SEEKERS AND REFUGEES RESCUED AT SEA

• UNHCR, Desperate Journeys, 2018

https://www.flaticon.com/

